Claimants risk missing

Stolen Wages payment

Is August 28

Deadline to supply details

By CHRISTINE HOWES

THE" re not budging
ard Ehay wonT pul
a figure on it — but
il Saclen Wages
claimants

registared 1o the

Faderal Courts Paarson

v State of Queensiand don't get

thiair details to appointed

distribulion agenis Grant Thamdon
by August 38 they won be paid.

As of last week that could
mMean as many as 7,219
registared claimarts wan't get
thair monay, out of a possible 12-
15,000 peaple, because hay
hewven't provided eufficiant
identification Grant Thombon
pannes Anthory Beven said.

Thera were also 1,815
claimants missing addrass details,
2,820 missing bank account
details and at the end of May
thara ware mora than S00
claimanls who hadn't provided
thair date of birth.

“Tha Slolen Wages dass
action has been going since 2016
and, as part of the class action,
pecple have only been required o
regiatar some basic inlonmation
sinca 2019," Mr Beven said.

Hix said th cut-of date far
prowiding indormation is August 28
and tha Court had ordarad paopls
b il by DisSambiesr B,

“If you haven't recaived a claim
statament yet, or haven't updated
your details, please don't leave i
urtil Awgust, pleasa contact us
shranght awany,” Mr Baven said

“All thie post offices ara s1ill
open, wa'va bean hare evary day
during COVID, our office has been
open every day dusing SOWVID,
wa've just reopenad our office in
Tommgville: today. Ware recpening
our Brishane office on July & and
wa'll ba back inlo Yarrabah the
minute we're permitled o by the
government and by the Abarginal
Shire Coundil

“So our Iocus i helping peaple
as much as possible, but that
tirmadrame will not changes, paople
waill gt their money in December”

Lockhest River Mayor Wayne
Buicher, who & nol a caimant
said several people in his
commumity, including his mothar,
wrg conoemed, particularky
because of COVID-18.

“| think it's imparant, that thare
riiscls Iy B an Extension of e
simply because of the curant
COVID-149 situation,” he said

“Tin sy you need a birth
certdicale and even some of the

“It would break my
heart to think some

of those who fought
for so many years
may miss out now

unaware of the
documents they need
to prove they are
rightful claimants.”
— Dr Ros Kidd

dormitories, speaking with former-ANTaR 54 President Glenn

Giles and UTLC SA President Janal Giles speaking to a public

meeting in Adelaide in November 2003,

STOLEN
WAGES

INFORMATION

CENTRE

Grant Thomibon team stolen wages team members: Left 1o right: Shavi Kanagaratnam, Jonathon Kawa,

Halejah Wacanda, Malia Nai |

Murphy & Anthony Beven.

{oghar) ID is very challenging,
eepn withoul COVID-19

“And you're Lalking 1o the older
generation here. Thayre nat IT
sy gither.

“All that has 1o be taken ino
consideration.”

Academic Dr Aos Kidd, who
nas spenl years researching the
Stolen Wages. said it was
hearbreaking

“Tax think that after all these
decades of siruggling for justice,
large numbers of claimanls rdy

ted), S

yet miss out on their paymant
because they might not have
provided all the essential
documeants to the administrakos,”
sher S

“It s@ams that several thousand
claimants hawe not yet sent in this
irformaticon.

“It i5 lkedy that many people in
remobe aneas do nol have access
Lew 1P irrbeerriet b0 dowrilid
instructions and documents.

“Cuegensland Abonginal and
Torres Sirad Blander workers

, Alana Murphy (seated), Sana Dorante, Halley

have won the biggest human
rights class action in Australia’s
history

"It would break my haart 1o
think some of those whao fought for
50 MANY YEars may miss out now
because they were unaware of the
docurnents They nesed 1o prowe
they are nightfsl claimants.®

Claimant Joanng Willmal, who
i u in the Cherboung
dormitonias, appealad o younger
family members o help,

“Gil with the Elders. They do

need aocess 1o the intermet Tor
thair idantification and a whale lat
of ather things. |f they can’t gat
thal in thay won't be able 1o rmake
a claim,” she said.

=50 | really would ask that
people i the community Support
those Eldars for them ta be abla 1o
at hixaesd it @ Lt bil of whal ey
have bean owed thraugh this
whaole reparafion process.”

Mr Beven said they fell they
had dore. and were doing
avarything they could 1o get
irfarmation 1o peopie and help
them &5 much as posaible

“Wa nead 1o hava a deadling
and August 28, this is tha
tmetrama the court has sat for
us,” hig said

=30 after the 2810, the
distnibution statements will be
issued and there's an appeal
process that's bul into the
scheme, whera paople can appeal
in ralation.

“So if someone hasn provided
a bank account, which maans
ey re meligibbe, they'l receive a
letter saying they're insligible and
thay can than use the appeaal
process hat the Courts
astablishad under the Stolan
Wages sethemant schama.”

B, he said, that appeals
procass would cost.

“I"s gaing 10 ba harder for thism
and the Court has, in the schame,
imposad quite a significant fae,”
b said

“It thare's incorrect or missing
information, we just implore
pacple 1o gel in ouch with us.

“Wle have people passing away
avary week and my priority is the
manéy will go out 1o peopis
quickly and that's &l I'm focused
on.

“And the quicker we do it, the
mare monay goes oul 1o peopla
because thara's kess costs in
daoing &l of this.

“Sa my focus is not about
tracking down evary single person
that could be eligitle and working
through all of thosa issues, that
will cost millions of doflars and
take a lat of time and delay
paymants.

Wy focus is getting this money
to people and tha oid peaple | talk
to, thay coma ino our office evary
day and when | falked to Mr
{Hans) Paarson {who bed the class
action), he says, ‘give us the
many now. This has been gaing
on for too long'.

“And that's my priority, 1o get
tine mcney 1o people s quickly
as possible.”




